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News Release 

Alameda, Contra Costa, Mendocino, Ventura Counties Can Now 

Request FEMA Assistance 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Alameda, Contra Costa, Mendocino and Ventura counties have been added to the 

major disaster declaration for California’s severe storms and flooding, meaning residents who had damage 

or losses from the storms that began Dec. 27, 2022, may now apply for FEMA disaster assistance. 

The declaration allows FEMA to provide direct support to individuals and households in 13 counties: 

Alameda, Calaveras, Contra Costa, Merced, Mendocino, Monterey, Sacramento, San Joaquin, San Luis 

Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz and Ventura.  

Homeowners and renters who had damage or losses as a direct result of the storms are encouraged to 

apply for FEMA assistance by the March 16, 2023, deadline. Disaster assistance may include grants to 

help pay for temporary housing and essential home repairs as well as other serious disaster-related needs 

such as medical and dental expenses, transportation, childcare, and moving and storage expenses. 

If you have insurance, first file a claim with your insurance provider. FEMA provides assistance to 

applicants for your uninsured or underinsured disaster-caused expenses and serious needs. 

There are several ways you can apply for FEMA assistance under the Individual Assistance program: 

▪ Visit DisasterAssistance.gov 

▪ Download the FEMA mobile app 

▪ Call the FEMA Helpline at 800-621-3362. Help is available in many languages. If you use video 

relay service (VRS), captioned telephone service or others, give FEMA your number for that service. 

Helpline operators speak many languages and lines are open from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily. Press 2 

for Spanish. Press 3 for an interpreter who speaks your language. 

▪ For an accessible video on how to apply, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LU7wzRjByhI 

▪ You can also visit any Disaster Recovery Center and meet with FEMA staff and representatives of 

other federal and state agencies who can provide information about disaster assistance. To find a 

recovery center near you, visit DRC Locator (fema.gov). 

https://urldefense.us/v3/__http:/www.DisasterAssistance.gov__;!!BClRuOV5cvtbuNI!V9qeEBYrSNZdnN1w1BSQaAnDtEznFBy6nbCyjLlwEVgoobGfHobimOjzCseDAmd-rAAVxALAdw$
https://www.fema.gov/about/news-multimedia/mobile-app-text-messages
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LU7wzRjByhI
https://egateway.fema.gov/ESF6/DRCLocator
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For the latest information on California’s recovery from the severe winter storms, flooding, landslides and 

mudslides, visit FEMA.gov/disaster/4683. You may also follow twitter.com/Cal_OES,  

facebook.com/CaliforniaOES, @FEMARegion9/Twitter and Facebook.com/FEMA. 

### 

FEMA’s mission is helping people before, during, and after disasters. 

All FEMA disaster assistance will be provided without discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex (including sexual 

harassment), sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age, disability, limited English proficiency or economic status. If you 

believe your civil rights are being violated, call the Civil Rights Resource line at 833-285-7448. 

The U.S. Small Business Administration is the federal government’s primary source of funds for the long-term rebuilding of 

disaster-damaged private property.  SBA helps businesses of all sizes, private, nonprofit organizations, homeowners and renters, 

fund repairs or rebuilding efforts, and cover the cost of replacing lost or disaster-damaged personal property.  These disaster 

loans cover losses not fully compensated by insurance or other recoveries and do not duplicate benefits of other agencies or 

organizations. Applicants may apply online, receive additional disaster assistance information and download applications at 

https://disasterloanassistance.sba.gov/. Applicants may also call SBA’s Customer Service Center at 800-659-2955 or email 

disastercustomerservice@sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster assistance. For people who are deaf, hard of hearing, or 

have a speech disability, please dial 711 to access telecommunications relay services. 
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